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came back, together with the other districts on the
eastern shore of the Adriatic, to the Eastern Empire,
whose ecclesiastical supremacy it had already owned.
This was a decisive moment in its history, for it was the
origin of that firm connection with the Eastern Church
which has distinguished Montenegro from the Roman
Catholic Albanians along its southern frontier.   The
inroads of the barbarians now began.    Even the bare
Montenegrin mountains became a prey to the invaders.
In the middle of the sixth century the Slavs entered
Illyria, as the western part of the Balkan Peninsula
was called, in large numbers, overthrew the armies
which met them, and swept over the land.  A century
later, the Greek Emperor Heraclius, true to the time-
honoured policy of casting out one horde of barbarians
by another, summoned the Croats and Serbs from the
southern slopes of the Carpathians to repel the advance
of the terrible Avars.    Their efforts were successful.
A Serb state, or confederation of seven states, was
founded, and of this Montenegro became a member,
just as it had in olden time belonged to an Illyrian
group.    At this period the Montenegrin portion of
the  confederation  took  its name from   Dioclea, its
principal town, and was governed by a governor, or
Znpan, dependent upon the Grand Ztipan, who pre-
sided over the seven confederate states and was in
his turn a vassal of the Emperor at Constantinople.
The arrangement   was    somewhat   similar   to   the
Heptarchy  in our  own early history.    The  Ziipan
of Dioclea, like his fellows, enjoyed a large measure
of independence,  and spent a considerable portion
of his time in fighting with his  fellow-princelings.